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Saoctal change movements related o the arca of dotmesic abuse have largely paral-
teled the feminist movement throughout history. In recent modernity, the [rocess
of social changc_w:xb through the primary methods of public word-of-mouth and
ever-advancing forms ol media (pamphlets 10 newspapers 1o radio to relevision w
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SOCIAL CHANGE MOVEMENTS

Internet). Social change movements consist ol organized campaigns and various
sacial involvements. They are usually collective in nature. Social movenients are
distinet. at least in their initial conception, from political parties and special interest
groups arwl have as their goal changing some aspect of the status quo. Social change
movenents 1o end domestic abuse are plural i nature: to date, there has not
existed one overarching movement with a clear goal, strategy. target, and scope
for ending domestic abuse. As such. an imporiant distinction exists between spe-
cilic campaigns (one aspect of social change movements) and the larger social
change movements from which they are derivative in their particular historical
COntexts.

Sacial change movements affiliated with ending domestic abuse have progressed
from association with changing child labor/welfare laws (e g., Society for the
Preventnion of Cruelty wo Children? in Europe and the United Staues (Jate nineteenth
centuny . Lo alfiliations with feminist movements in Furope and the United States
thirst and second waves), to sceking government lunding and mandates le.g..
Violence Against Women Act) i Western society un the last half centuny), and
hnally 1o campaigning using new media (e.g.. National Coalition o Domestic
Violenced all aver the globe trecentdyy, Inits varving applications. social change
movements pertaning to domesuc abuse have been reformational. desirous of
changing both laws and normis of vielence, and radical and innovative. seeking to
change hasic values (often assaciated with patriarchy), in scope. Although the ulti-
mate emphasis is to change abuse outcomes {or individuals (both causes and
cffectsl, the namre of these maverments is ofien a peaceful, group-focused effort.
Targets of domestic abuse socal change movements are also diverse, with cam-
patgns otten targeting specific audicnces (e.g.. primary, secondary, and tertiary
mtervention models) Within the range of local movements, domestic abuse social
change movements can be consicered “old™ in the West. As such, reviving the lile
tin the lile eyele of movements' stages) and continuing membership of these move-
ments is a constant siruggle tor domestic abuse organizattons. Hawever, with ever-
evolving technology. some scholars Classify speaific domestic abuse campaigns and
strategles as new social movements, particularly when conducted at the global level
(e g, World Health Organization lunding of individual nations’ change efforis).
Perhaps because of their conmiunal and Largely feminist tics, domestic abuse social
change movements often Juck clear feadership: no one “owns” the movement 1o
end domestie violence. Divergent targets {macro cultunres or micro individuals),
gouls traise awareness, punish offenders. or serve victims), and merthods (political
religious. or corporate organizing and lear, guilt or emipathy appeals) have resulied
from this lack of unifying focus.

Farticularly in recent years, mediated technologies have been harmessed—=to
varying degrees with diverse levels of effectivencss—Dby most social change move-
ments related 1o domestic abuse. As a result. othenwvise waning older movéments
have been able 1o recruit new audicnces they could not reach befare due to resource
or message limitations. However. new media’s social change potential remains a
conuoversial topic: Internet nerworking effectiveness is often averstated for specific
goals such as behavior change (¢ g.. stopping physical vielence), hut broader goals
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such as raised awareness of the issue may be accomplished by a social cam paigh that
goes viral. Especially today, cam paigns modceled on social marckeling approaches are
tmplemented by specifie groups. The most recent, thorough works on domestic
abuse social change movements are provided by Lehiner and Allen (2008, 20097
who conctude that increased attention to (he 1ssue—as a social change movement
tas opposed o mere service provision Y—is necessary for its continued survival,
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